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Juan Felipe Herrera for his dedication to po-
etry, his community, and education. 

f 

QUAIL VALLEY ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL TURNS 40 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate Quail Valley Elementary School in 
Missouri City, Texas on its 40th anniversary. 

This year marks 40 years of educating, 
learning, and helping our children succeed. A 
lot has changed since this school opened its 
doors in 1975 but one thing has remained the 
same—Quail Valley Elementary School’s com-
mitment to excellence. It has remained a great 
place for our future leaders to learn and grow. 
Thank you to the many teachers and faculty 
members who’ve worked so hard to make 
QVE great throughout the years. Without a 
dedicated team, our Quail Valley Eagles 
wouldn’t be thriving like they are today. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to 
Quail Valley Elementary School on 40 suc-
cessful years of educating our leaders of to-
morrow. 

f 

HONORING MR. CONNIE ENGLISH, 
JR. 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Connie English, Jr. for his service to 
the labor movement as the State Legislative 
Director for the International Association of 
Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and Transportation 
Workers (SMART) and Vice President of 
Texas AFL–CIO. Mr. English’s retirement 
comes after a thirty-three year tenure in orga-
nized labor. For the last three decades, Mr. 
English has dedicated his work to the labor 
movement, ensuring that railroad, bus, and 
transit workers’ needs are being recognized. 

During his years of work with the labor 
movement, Mr. English has made a direct im-
pact on his community through his numerous 
roles at SMART, formerly known as the United 
Transportation Union, and with the Texas 
AFL–CIO. Mr. English began his labor career 
in 1982, where he served as Legislative Rep-
resentative from 1982–1999, Delegate from 
1984–1994, Local Chairman from 1984–1996, 
Vice General from 1985–1996, Secretary to 
the UTU Texas Legislative Board from 1986– 
1996, and Assistant State Legislative Director 
from 1996–1999. 

Aside from his work with SMART and AFL– 
CIO, English continued to be a community 
leader as a member on the Bexar County Rail 
District Board. Mr. English is also a well- 
known advocate for transportation workers, 
working to organize statewide support on leg-
islative issues and fighting for working people 
against tough odds, by serving as a labor cau-
cus leader on numerous Texas campaigns. 
Mr. English has been happily married to his 
wife, Donna, for forty-nine years, and together 

they have two children, six grandchildren, and 
two great grandchildren. 

In honor of Mr. English’s retirement and his 
dedication and leadership within the public 
service community, this statement is sub-
mitted. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF OCTOBER AS 
NATIONAL DOWN SYNDROME 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of October as National Down Syn-
drome Awareness Month. 

During the month of October, we celebrate 
the abilities of the more than 400,000 Ameri-
cans who have Down syndrome and raise 
awareness of their accomplishments. We also 
recognize the difficulties that their families 
often face and the many opportunities that 
exist to support them. 

Individuals born with Down syndrome face 
more natural and societal challenges than oth-
ers, including barriers in access to quality edu-
cation. We, as Americans, have made great 
strides over the years in better understanding 
the difficulties these individuals, and their fami-
lies, face. Given that 1 in every 691 babies in 
this country is born with Down syndrome, it is 
imperative we continue our efforts. 

Good work is being done all across this 
country to improve the health and quality of 
life for people with Down syndrome, but I want 
to give special attention to the efforts of the 
Massachusetts Down Syndrome Congress. 
The MDSC is an organization I have had the 
honor and pleasure of working with in recent 
years, and can attest that it has worked tire-
lessly for over thirty years to improve the edu-
cational and employment opportunities for chil-
dren and adults with Down syndrome. To this 
end, I want to highlight the MDSC’s annual 
Buddy Walk in Falmouth, which this past July 
brought people from all over the Common-
wealth to advocate for heightened awareness, 
inclusion, and acceptance of people with 
Down syndrome. MDSC also held its annual 
National Buddy Walk on Washington, bringing 
over 150 people from more than 25 states to-
gether to Capitol Hill to advocate for legislation 
that positively impacts the lives of people with 
Down syndrome. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in continuing our efforts by recognizing 
October as National Down Syndrome Aware-
ness Month. There is much work yet to be 
done. But, as our steadfast Massachusetts 
and national partners have demonstrated, to-
gether, we can make a difference for people 
with Down syndrome. 
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HONORING THE TOWN OF 
KINGSTON SPRINGS 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the town of Kingston Springs on 
its 50th anniversary. 

In December of 1965, a group of residents 
sought to incorporate and form a new munici-
pality for this tight-knit community in 
Cheatham County, Tennessee. The original 
town serviced 290 residents with an annual 
budget of just over $2,000. The very first elec-
tion produced the town’s first group of com-
missioners, Raymond Mays, John Frey and 
Terry Moore—who remained public servants in 
the community for decades to come. 

Today, Kingston Springs is home to 2,771 
residents and is thriving. With a walkable and 
historic downtown, 173 acres of parks and 
trails, a vibrant business community, adven-
turous outdoor recreation and a highly-rated 
fire protection service, its charm and character 
appeal to both residents and the entire Middle 
Tennessee community. In fact, Kingston 
Springs was recently named one of the safest 
cities in Tennessee and one of the top Nash-
ville suburbs. 

It’s a privilege to represent the people of 
Kingston Springs. I congratulate the entire 
community on a successful 50 years, and wish 
them even more success to come. 

f 

HONORING THE GREATEST 
GENERATION 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Paul Shinsky of Alvin, Texas for bravely 
serving the United States during World War II. 

Mr. Shinsky valiantly served in the Army Air 
Corps as a co-pilot of a B–17 in the 384th 
Bomber Group during World War II. During the 
war, Mr. Shinsky’s plane was taken down by 
German fire and he became a German pris-
oner of war. He says he survived his two 
years as a POW through God’s grace and 
praying the Rosary. Recently, members from 
the 384th BG NexGen’s veterans signing 
project came to Mr. Shinsky and asked him to 
sign a wing from an original B–17. This wing, 
with the signatures of Mr. Shinsky and other 
living members of the 384th Bomber Group, 
will be put in the Hill Aerospace Museum at 
Hill Air Force Base near Ogden, Utah. As a 
former Navy pilot, I am humbled by Paul’s 
noble service to our country. He truly em-
bodies the Greatest Generation. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas and all the brave men 
and women who have served our country, we 
thank Paul for his service. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,590,112,385.69. We’ve 
added $7,525,713,063,472.61 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
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have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RIVERSIDE COUNTY’S 
RECIPIENTS OF OPERATION REC-
OGNITION 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to a group of individ-
uals—heroes—who are receiving the recogni-
tion and honor they deserve for their service 
to our country. Operation Recognition is oper-
ated by the Riverside County Office of Edu-
cation with assistance from the Riverside 
County Department of Veterans’ Services. The 
program awards high school diplomas to vet-
erans who missed completing high school due 
to military service in World War II, the Korean 
War, or the Vietnam War, or for those who 
were interned in WWII Japanese-American re-
location camps. 

A recognition ceremony will be held on No-
vember 10, 2015, for the following individuals 
who received their high school diplomas 
through Operation Recognition: 

David Beaudoin; Robert Michael Coe; Ben-
jamin John Cusumano; Harvey Robert Harris; 
James Esco Lenon, Jr; Joe Pena, Jr; Juan 
Pena, Jr; Ruben Martinez Peters; Richard 
Rosenthal; Jacinto Reyes Salinas; Ralph 
Hamilton Wolfe, Jr. 

Our country owes a debt of gratitude to all 
the above recipients for their service and sac-
rifice. I salute all of these individuals and con-
gratulate them on receiving their high school 
diploma. 

f 

HONORING MILITARY VETERANS 
FROM NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor eighty-eight military veterans who re-
side in my Congressional District in Nassau 
County, Florida and recognize them with a 
special medal in honor of their military service 
and in gratitude of our country The veterans’ 
ceremony carries special significance as it 
falls during Northeast Florida’s Week of Valor 
and in light of the fact that brave American 
military members continue to serve across the 
globe. 

Veterans in Nassau County have always 
taken part in our Nation’s battles dating back 
to the Seminole-Indian Wars, Civil War, World 
War I and II, Korea, Vietnam and operations 
in the Middle East. These citizens have served 
with distinction and courage no matter their 
assignments. Each veteran accepted the call 
to serve and take his or her turn on the watch. 
The secret of our outstanding military is the 
citizens from communities, like Nassau Coun-
ty, stepping forward to serve. The faces of 
America’s military can be found right here in 
Bryceville, Callahan, Fernandina Beach, Hill-
iard and Yulee, Florida. 

The veterans we honor were nurses, doc-
tors and aircraft mechanics. During World War 

II, one sat in a ball turret as a gunner; one 
was a P–17 pilot. In Korea, they called in air 
strikes as forward air controllers and worked in 
MASH units. In Vietnam, they were on the 
ground as infantrymen or in the air in heli-
copters. One of them helped develop the as-
sault amphibious vehicle still used by the Ma-
rine Corps today. Some saw fierce combat in 
Iraq and worked counter drug operations in 
South and Central America. Several earned 
Bronze Stars and other service medals. Some 
wear Purple Hearts. All of them served with 
distinction, dedication and devotion to our 
country. 

Over the years I have had the honor of rec-
ognizing over two thousand veterans in Flor-
ida’s Fourth Congressional District. This year, 
I am honored to commend the following men 
and women for their service to our country 
and to salute them for a job well done: John 
W. Ashmead; Emily Jo Baumgartner; George 
P. ‘‘Pat’’ Beamer; Ula E. Bennett; John S. Bil-
lings; Thomas Blackwelder; Robert S. Bolan, 
Jr.; Joseph H. Bottoni; Harry E. Bowman; Paul 
Henry Brown; Stanley R. Bunch; Gerald B. 
Burford, M.D.; G. Kyle Burford; Robert R. 
Capps; Edward M. Coop; William Larry 
Cravey; Noah S. Crawford; Steven John 
Crounse; Andrew J. Curtin; Cara A. Curtin; 
Robert J. De Angelo; Harry Duccilli, Jr., M.D.; 
Samuel O. Entriken; M. Daniel Fullwood; 
Erving Gilyard; Thomas J. Gora; Leo Green; 
Eugene Rawson Griffin, III; John Halliday; 
James W. Hendricks; Walter A. Hickey; Thom-
as J. Higginbotham; Henry L. Hines, Jr.; Roy 
Holland; Darryl J. Hooper; Roger L. Horton; 
James II. Jones; Gordon E. Jonsrud; Edward 
Lee Kaywork; Conrad Kohlman; Gene A. 
Kyzer; Erik Larsen; Joseph R. Laspina; An-
drea E.I. Latza-Meires; Leonard L. Lyons; 
Susan L Marden; William J. Marsh; Paul N. 
Massing; William G. McKeown; Patrick A. 
Meires; Gerald R. Miller; Presley K. Mitchell; 
W. Patrick Monaghan; Victor X. Monroy; Alva 
Barry Moody; Cynthia J. Morley; John D. Mor-
ley; Albert F. Nelson; Mary A. Nuttall; Alice 
Faye Overstreet; Kenneth B. Overstreet; Al-
bert D. Owens; LeRoy Owens; Kenneth W. 
Pennington; George T. Pippin III; Gordon A. 
Plugge, Jr.; John D. Pruitt; Francis R. 
Quattrene; Josef I. Reece; Charles E. Revels; 
Sylvester Ross, Henry M. Rothschild; John W. 
Scherer; Eddie W. Shepherd; Edwin C. 
Sherer; Cleo F. Smith; John W. Stephens, Jr.; 
Dale C. Stickrath; Rick Traum; Jerry A. Tyner; 
James Bruce Underwood; Dumas J. Vines, 
Jr.; Willie F. Watson; Ralph L. Wickson; 
Thomas T. Workman; Jesse L. Wright; Ed-
ward A. Zack; and Nello R. Zortea. 

f 

ALAA ALY RECEIVES THE GIRL 
SCOUT GOLD AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Alaa Aly, for earning the Girl 
Scouts of the USA Gold Award, their most 
prestigious honor. 

Alaa, a graduate of Cinco Ranch High 
School, was recognized for her extraordinary 
leadership and efforts to raise Alzheimer’s 
awareness. She volunteered with the Cinco 
Ranch Alzheimer’s Center and Foundations 

Academy, a preschool and after school pro-
gram, where she hosted an entertainment 
drive. Alaa has been a member of the San 
Jacinto Council since she was in second 
grade and previously earned the Girl Scout 
Bronze and Silver Awards for her other con-
tributions to her community. What an accom-
plished young woman. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Alaa Aly for receiving the Girl Scouts of the 
USA Gold Award. 

f 

HONORING OZARK ACTION 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ozark Action for the 50 years 
of outstanding service that they have provided 
to Missourians. Ozark Action is a non-profit 
community action agency whose impact 
stretches across six counties in Missouri by 
providing life-saving services for people in 
need. 

Ozark Action was formed in 1965 to ensure 
that people had their basic needs met, includ-
ing food and clothing. The agency is led by 
executive director Bryan Adcock and contains 
three main departments and ranges of serv-
ices. Angie Berry directs the community serv-
ices department, which conducts a range of 
important activities to provide direct assistance 
to our citizens. The Head Start program, led 
by Kathleen Simonson, is an integral compo-
nent of Ozark Action that provides a pre- 
school experience to children from low-income 
families and children with disabilities. The 
Housing and Weather Department is super-
vised by Terry Sanders, whose staff has as-
sisted numerous people in our area to find af-
fordable housing and improve the cost effi-
ciency of their homes. 

It is my pleasure to recognize Ozark Action 
before the United States House of Represent-
atives for improving the lives of others 
throughout Missouri. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the Congressional Record on 
Monday and Wednesday of each week. 

Meetings scheduled for Monday, No-
vember 2, 2015 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 
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